The Passover Haggadah is the most widely illustrated book in Jewish history. When the first illustrated Haggadot appeared in Europe in the late thirteenth century, the idea to dedicate efforts and money to produce a costly illuminated parchment volume for the Seder night was hardly accidental. At the time, the illuminated manuscript flourished in European society, emerging as the main visual vehicle for expressing theological and other themes through the medium of painting. Wealthy Jewish patrons who wished to follow the cultural trends of their time faced a serious problem. On the one hand, the medieval Jewish tradition placed a high value on the written word and the book-producing a relatively large number of manuscripts. On the other hand, the artistic enhancement of sacred texts or the visual, in general, never received the special place awarded it in Christian society. Read at home in the intimate family circle, the Haggadah was found to be the most appropriate book to fill this gap. The illustrations of the Haggadot fulfilled the Passover commandment to tell (ve-higgadeta) the story and miracles of the Exodus from Egypt to all family members, children in particular.
6 Some medieval Spanish Haggadot begin their cycle of biblical miniatures with the story of the Creation-just like contemporary Christian Bibles; 7 actually the largest concentration of biblical episodes in a Hebrew book at the time is to be found in them. 6 In this context, it is appropriate to quote again the recommendation of Profiat Duran, who, dealing with the best ways to study and memorize the stories of the Scripture in the classroom, wrote: "The contemplation and study of pleasing forms, beautiful images, and drawings broadens and stimulates the mind and strengthens its faculties" (Duran, Sefer Ma'aseh Efod, 19; English translation according to Gutmann, 9) .
7 See e.g. the famous fourteenth-century Sarajevo Haggadah (Sarajevo, National Museum). For a facsimile edition, see The Sarajevo Haggadah, introduction by E. Werber (Beograd 1985) . 
